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Dr. Imasiku Nyambe
Department of Geology
University of Zambia
P.O. Box 32379
Lusaka

Zambia

5 April 2004

Dear Dr. Nyambe
Geological Society of Africa

At the recent meeting of the Executive Committee of IUGS, held in Oslo, Norway,
between 15-19 March, the Committee discussed its affiliated organisations. The
Committee complimented the Society on the work it had undertaken in the past
year and wishes it well for the coming year.

In the discussion of the budget for the year 2004, the Committee agreed to support
GSAf with US $ 5,000. However, this sum is to be only used for activities within
Africa and is not to be used to finance travel to the IGC meeting in Florence,
August 2004. This sum will be forwarded to you, only upon your request, by the
Treasurer, Antonio Brambati. Please include the IBAN and SWIFT account
numbers when requesting the money.

In the past year, IGCP, a joint [IUGS-UNESCO scientific programme, has been
enlarged to have a fifth section; this is particularly concerned with hydrological
topics. The Executive Committee asks that you inform your members, either
through your homepage or through a newsletter of this opportunity for funding.

[UGS has recently initiated a Grants scheme, which is open to all its bodies and
affiliates. Details of this are available on the IUGS website and a document
describing how to apply is enclosed here. Applications from affiliates which are
collaborative ventures with one of IUGS Commissions, Task Groups or Initiatives
will be looked at more favourably

The Executive Committee thanks its affiliates for the articles they have submitted
to Episodes in the past few years. The Science Citation Index for Episodes has
risen to 0.944 in this period, with which the Committee is very pleased. The
Committee reminds it affiliates that they can write short (1 page) articles outlining
their activities and products for publication free in Episodes. Several affiliated
organisations have already taken advantage of this offer.

In a similar vein, the Executive Committee wishes to remind all its bodies of the
agreement signed in 2003 with the Geological Society of London, concerning the
publication of TUGS" Special Publications. Affiliates which receive funds from
TUGS are strongly encouraged to publish their results through the Society.
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Yours Sincerely




